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Abstract NEAIC 2010
Optimizing your Signal-to-Noise Ratio

The key to high-quality deep sky imaging is optimizing the signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) of your raw images. In this talk, we will explore the importance of good
SNR and how it is measured. We will look at how factors such as telescope
aperture, image scale, sky background, camera sensitivity, noise, and image
calibration all affect the quality of your final image, and what you can do to
optimize your results.

This image of Messier 31, the Andromeda Galaxy, was
taken by Douglas George from his observatory near
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.


