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ABSTRACT: NEAIC 2010

Traditionally, astronomical data were taken
for a particularproject, and when the project
was finished, the data were relegated to
"the archives", rarely to be seen again. In this
age of digital data and virtual observatories, it
has become much easier to re-use and
share data. For this to happen, the data need
to be well described; the more complete the
meta-data, or description of the observations,
the more useful they can be in the future, or to
other projects now. Considering the work
involved in obtaining good astronomical data,
the additional effort to ensure that those data
can be valuable beyond their original purpose
is minimal. We'll look at some historical
examples, at how good meta-data can make
your work more useful in the long run, and
to existing collaborations, and discuss some of
the possible consequences of missing meta-
data. In the process, we examine some of the
kinds of things you will want to do.


